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Plague-infected rats in Sydney. 



July 17, 1908 



In accordance with a communication from the honorable the federal 
premier, dated October 29, 1902, I have the honor by direction to 
request that the commonwealth government may be informed that 
during the past week plague-infected rats have been discovered on 
three different premises in this city, and to suggest that the signa- 
tories to the Venice Convention may be notified to that effect. Tele- 
§raphic communications on the subject have been addressed to the 
tate boards of health and to New Zealand. 

C. H. King, 
Secretary, Department of Puhlie Health. 

BKAZIL. 

Report from Rio de Janeiro — Monthly hilletin of sanitary statistics, 

May, 1903. 

The following is received from the consulate at Rio de Janeiro: In 
May health conditions in Rio de Janeiro were normal. Compared 
with the previous month the total of deaths fell from 1,222 to 1,203. 
The same is true with regard to yellow fever, the mortality from which 
showed a considerable reduction, so that it may be considered that the 
last epidemic paroxysm, which began last November, is now almost 
extinct. As to the other contagious diseases, the changes in the sani- 
tary situation were less satisfactory, as will be seen from the following 
comparison: Yellow fever, 24 in May as against 99 in April; bubonic 
plague, 5 as against 3; smallpox, 14 as against 6; measles, 3 as against 
2; whooping cough, 1 as against 2; diphtheria, 2 as against 6; grippe, 
44 as against 15; enteric fever, 7 as against 12; dysentery, 4 and 4; 
beriberi, 13 as against 12; leprosy, 1 as against 2; malarial fevers, 53 
as against 57; tuberculosis, 212 as against 203. 

BRITISH HONDUKAS. 

Report from Belize, fruit pm^t. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Carson reports as follows: Week ended 
June 28, 1903. Present officially estimated population, 8,500; 6 deaths; 
prevailing diseases, mild type of malarial fever and intestinal diseases; 
general sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country 
during the week, very good. 

Bills of health were issued to the following-named vessels: 
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